
 

 

LWCC MEETING MINUTES 

VERNON COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

February 14th, 2019 MEETING 

Ag Service Center Conference Room 

220 Airport Rd. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

 

Present: 

Committee:     Will Beitlich-Chair, Kevin Larson-Vice-Chair, Kelli Mitchell, Rod Ofte, Carol 

Hall, and Frank Easterday 

Staff:   Ben Wojahn, Sarah McDowell, and Nick Gilman 

Guests:  Tim Hunt-WVRQ, Sam Skemp-NRCS, Christine Walroth-WI DNR, Phil 

Peterson-USDA-APHIS, Dennis Brault-County Board Chair, Dan Goltz-WI DNR 

 
1. Call to Order 

Beitlich called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

2. Affirmation of Proper Public Notice of meeting 

 Wojahn affirmed. 

3. Review (amend if needed) and approve minutes from the Jan., 2018 meeting 

A motion was made by Mitchell to approve the minutes, second by Easterday.  All ayes, 

motion carried. 

4. Review and Approve Bills for Payment 

A motion was made by Ofte to approve the bills for payment, second by Easterday.  All 

ayes, motion carried. 

5. Agency Reports (NRCS, DNR, FSA, RC &D, UW-Ext., any others) 

Sam with NRCS stated that they are having a five year review this week so they have 

been busy with that.  It is going really well so far.  EQIP funding one sign up has ended 

and they have 20 some contracts from that.  The second sign up will include $150,000 for 

stream damage and a third sign up to include cover crops.  

Dan Glotz a Wildlife Biologist with the WI DNR that took over for Dave Mathys when 

he retired, stated that the deer numbers were up about 16% from last year.  There were 10 

positive cases of CWD around Vernon County. 

6. Audience to Visitors 

None 

7. Schedule next LWCC meeting(s) 

March 7th @ 9:30 a.m. 

April 11th @ 9:30 a.m. 

8. 2018 Wildlife Damage Claim Review and Approval/Denial (Phil Peterson-USDA-APHIS) 

Phil stated that he recommends that we pay on the three claims that were made this year. 



 

 

Ryan Evans had $10,000 claim for his flowers, Ethan Bolstad had $4,085.00 for his 

orchard, and Willard Buckles had $1,331.96 for corn damage.  A motion was made to 

approve all of the claims by Mitchell, second by Easterday.  All ayes, motion carried. 

9. Blackhawk Park Store Contract Lease Approval 

Wojahn stated that we are moving forward with a potential store lessee.  There has been 

some slow down due to not being able to get a liquor or bait license due to living out of 

state. 

10. Bid Opening for Jersey Valley Timber Sale 

Gilman stated that they received one timber sale bid for Jersey Valley.  Nick said it was 

similar to the appraisal even a little higher and was submitted by Stan Neimjski.  A 

motion was made to accept Stan’s bid of $11,796.20 by Ofte, and second by Larson.  All 

ayes, motion carried. 

11. Approval to Apply for Sustainable Forestry Grant 

Gilman stated that they did a third round to apply and the project he will be applying for 

is tree planting at Duck Egg after the goats graze it and we do a controlled burn.  We 

would use the Friends of the Parks and Forests Group to do the planting.  A motion was 

made by Mitchell to approve applying for the grant and second by Hall.  All ayes, motion 

carried. 

12. Recreational Trails Grant Expenditure Approval 

Gilman stated that we currently have this grant and there will be many expenditures in 

the next month or two for the grant.  It is a $90,000 grant with half being in-kind.  A 

motion was made to approve the grant expenditures by Easterday, second by Larson.  All 

ayes, motion carried. 

13. Reports from Committee Members and Announcements 

McDowell announced that the tree sale is going well but we could use help getting the 

word out. 

McDowell stated that the Conservation Awards Banquet is on Tuesday, February 26th and 

that all of the committee should come. 

Wojahn stated that we had three National winner this year, two for the photo contest and 

one for the poster contest. 

14. Adjourn Meeting 

Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Mitchell, second by Easterday.  All ayes, motion 

carried. 


